DANUBIAN    DESTINY
Poland, so that the Central and South-east European
extension of the Reich takes on vital importance for her.
We are familiar with the German, and enforced Italian,
baulking of the Polish-Hungarian plan to join their
frontiers over Eastern Czechoslovakia. Isolated Poland
is, therefore, like a nut in the crackers, between Germany
and Russia. After the dismemberment of Czecho-
slovakia, in which Poland was quick to share, there can
be no southward or south-eastward escape from the nut-
crackers.
One of the factors which decided Colonel Beck,
Poland's Foreign Minister, to occupy the Teschen-
Bohumin area in such haste was that this area could
otherwise have fallen to the Third Reich. If Germany
held it the knot of important rail and road connexions
at Bohumin would have allowed the Moravian Gap, the
entry to Galicia and the Polish Ukraine, to have served
Germany as a southern corridor into Poland, like the
Polish Corridor between Germany proper and East
Prussia in the north. The Polish troops which annexed
the region proceeded at once to prepare defensive
positions against Germany and Czecho-Slovakia. Clearly,
the dismemberment of former Czecho-Slovakia, albeit in
Poland's immediate favour, rendered Poland's Silesian,
Galician, and Ukrainian territories vulnerable to an
assault from German Silesia and a German-controlled
Czecho-Slovakia.
The importance of Southern Poland lies in its heavy
industry, oil deposits, coal- and lignite-mines, as well as
in the strategic Silesia-Gdynia railway, already described.
Poland's armament and defensive industries have been
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